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The Word of the Lord from 2 Timothy 3:14: “continue in what you have learned.” This is the 

Word of the Lord. 
 

Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. Amen 
 

If you‟ll indulge me, let‟s take a walk down the path of generalizations and stereotypes. 
 

If you ask a right-wing ruler how the Church can be of service to the world, I can tell you what 

his answer will be. A good ruler will say, “It‟s my responsibility to take care of the citizens entrusted to 
my care. It is of great benefit to me when churches preach about good behavior, about citizenship and 

virtue. It is helpful when preachers encourage their hearers to be good neighbors to those around them, 
to help those who are poor and in need. It helps take the burden off the state. That‟s how the Church 

can be of service to the world.”  

 
If you ask a secularist how the Church can be of service to the world, I can guess his answer, 

too. He‟ll say, “I can‟t really buy into all that stuff in the Bible about miracles and wonders, but there‟s 
still some good stuff there. The Church can be of service to the world when it talks about love for one 

another, when it talks about acceptance and helping others.” 
 

If you ask someone in social services how the Church can be of service to the world, the answer 

is pretty predictable: show the love of Christ by feeding the hungry, helping the poor and taking care of 
orphans and kids in need of foster homes. 

 
If you ask someone from the “Emerging Church” fad that has invaded Christianity how the 

Church can be of service to the world, they‟ll say something like, “The Church can be of service to the 

world by living the Gospel, by demonstrating God‟s love by loving other people.”  
 

Ask a church growth guru, and he‟ll tell you that the Church can serve by growing, and that the 
Church grows in numbers when it offers practical counsel to the world about how God will help them get 

through the day.   

 
Likewise, if you ask the same question to someone from a pietistical church, they‟ll say that the 

Church can best benefit the world by “Christian living,” by keeping God‟s laws. By doing so, they will love 
God and their neighbor, and this will make the world a better place.  

 
So we have a ruler, a secularist, and a social worker, an “Emerging Church” member, a church 

growth guru and a pietist. That‟s a pretty diverse group of people who probably don‟t hang out at the 

same coffee shop. They would disagree on a lot of things: the secularist and the pietist would fight tooth 
and nail about whether or not sin exists, while the ruler and social worker might contend that five of the 

Ten Commandments still apply and five don‟t, though which five may be different. But they have a couple 
of things in common that unite them. One is that they would all say, to one extent or another, that the 

Church can best benefit the world by preaching the Law of God, by telling people how to act and how to 

love. That should be the Church‟s central theme. The other common ground might come as a surprise: all 
six will, to one extent or another, oppose the preaching of the Gospel.  

 
Ask a pragmatic ruler about whether or not the Church helps by proclaiming Christ and Him 

crucified, and the ruler may well say, “That really doesn‟t help me as a ruler. The insistence on Christ as 
the only Savior creates a division between believers and unbelievers. It‟s my job to unite the people, and 



the Gospel divides instead.” The secularist would say, “The Gospel is where the Church doesn‟t help. It‟s 

all about supernatural wonders like the Incarnation and the Resurrection, stuff that I don‟t believe is 
going to happen. Stick with what makes a difference in this world.” Likewise, the social worker might say, 

“The Gospel doesn‟t help the poor and hungry with food and rent, so I‟d stay away from that.” The 
church growth guru would say, “Statistically, focusing on the Gospel doesn‟t increase numbers, but turns 

people away. Focus on advice they can use.” The pietist might well say, “The cross is an important start, 

but the Christian life is really about how you keep the Law. You can preach a little Gospel, but don‟t go 
crazy.” An Emerging Church follower might actually say, as at least one of them has, “Don‟t proclaim the 

Gospel. If the Father actually punished His Son on the cross for your sin, that‟s not Good  News—it‟s 
„cosmic child abuse‟! Stick with the message of loving your neighbor, not that message of a blood 

sacrifice.” 
 

 Now again, I said that this was a matter of generalization and stereotype, and I‟ve just used the 

word “might” a lot. But there is truth in the illustration: people who might disagree on all sorts of things 
can unite in two—the importance of loving others (whatever that means), and opposition to the Gospel. 

My first parish was an interesting one: it actually included members who said the Bible wasn‟t God‟s 
Word, others who said Jesus wasn‟t the only way to heaven, people sincerely concerned about paying the 

bills and a couple followers of Promise Keepers—a Christian group that said Christianity is mostly about 

how you live and what you do, in service to Jesus Christ, the one true Savior. That‟s a collection that 
couldn‟t agree with each other on much at all, but they did come together and unite on one thing: they 

all signed the document calling for my removal. Why? One man explained it saying, “You‟re teaching us 
the Word of God, and we want you to stop.” It almost became a strange evidence of the Gospel: if that 

many diverse folks all opposed it, there must be something to it! I‟m not making any of this up. And I 
don‟t tell that story to toot my own horn: whatever glory in that story belongs solely to God. My point is 

simply to illustrate that all sorts of people who disagree with each other about most anything can come 

together to oppose the Gospel.  
 

St. Paul wrote to Timothy and warned, “For the time is coming when people will not endure 
sound teaching, but having itching ears they will accumulate for themselves teachers to suit their own 

passions, and will turn away from listening to the truth and wander off into myths.” Paul doesn‟t specify 

what the myths are. It doesn‟t really matter: the truth is that sinful man will be happy to believe in 
anything but the Gospel. Pharisees, Sadducees and Romans didn‟t like each other very much at all…but 

they all called for Jesus‟ crucifixion. So it will be until the Lord returns: apart from the work of the Holy 
Spirit, people will believe in anything…except the Gospel of Jesus Christ. 

 

The same denying sinful flesh still clings to you. You‟ll doubt the importance of grace. You‟ll find 
the Law of God more helpful for living day to day. You‟ll wonder if the Gospel really is the ticket to the 

survival of the Church and the meeting of the budget. At times, you‟ll wonder if the Church should shift 
its focus and work to doing something more tangibly, measurably helpful for the world.  

 
All of this means that the world and your own sinful flesh don‟t want to hear of Christ. 

Furthermore, the devil opposes the message too. So why does the message remain? Paul tells you in 

chapter 4, verse 1: “I charge you in the presence of God and of Christ Jesus, who is to judge the living 
and the dead.” This is not a God-forsaken world. If it were, there would be no grace or Word or Gospel 

left. But Christ Jesus is still present here, present by His Word and Sacraments. By those means, He visits 
and gives grace—He gives forgiveness, and life, and faith to believe His Word. By faith, you know that all 

Scripture is inspired, breathed out, by God. It is His holy, powerful Word. It is profitable for teaching, for 

reproof, for correction and for training in righteousness. In a world that is truly hell-bent and running 
away from grace, Christ Jesus comes and declares, “Here is grace! Here is life! I give it to you freely!” 

 
That is why St. Paul told Timothy to preach the Word, and why the Church and her pastors are to 

continue to do so today. No matter the opposition or the flavor-of-the-month myth, it is Christ‟s desire 
that forgiveness and life be proclaimed, and it is proclaimed in His Word. If the Church falls silent, then 



life is no longer given. If the Church changes the message, the same is true. The Lord does not say 

“preach the Word when it‟s easy, and hide when it‟s hard;” He says, “be ready in season and out of 
season.” And while we do not relish the thought of proclaiming an unpopular message, we do so with this 

sure confidence: the Lord uses all times to accomplish His will; and it is often in times of darkness and 
affliction that people finally see their sinfulness, repent and trust in Christ Jesus. We have the privilege of 

proclaiming light in darkness, of proclaiming life to those who are dying. Many of them will love death 

and darkness more and oppose the proclamation of life and light. But Christ has conquered death. Christ 
the Light shines in the darkness, and the darkness cannot overpower Him. 

 
So we are to preach the Word, in season and out of season. We are to reprove the world: we are 

to correct the false belief that there is no hope, that anything is better than the Gospel. We are to correct 
the false belief that God isn‟t there or God doesn‟t care. What better message could there be—than that 

God cares so much that He sent His Son into the world, not to condemn the world, but that the world 

might be saved through Him? 
 

We are to reprove and we are to rebuke. In other words, we are to preach the Law. Lots of 
myths today declare that there is no sin or evil, that you can do whatever you want, that God won‟t hold 

your sins against you. A myth within the Church says that you shouldn‟t condemn sin because it offends 

people. But people see no need for the cure unless they know their sickness! And when we rebuke sin by 
preaching the Law, we are only telling them what their hearts are telling them anyway. Will it be a 

popular message? No. But it‟s not a myth. It is part of God‟s profitable Word, His saving proclamation. 
 

Furthermore, we are to exhort—or, as the Greek would also say, comfort. We are to proclaim the 
comforting news of the Gospel, that God grants forgiveness, life and salvation to all who believe for the 

sake of Jesus Christ, crucified and risen. That is hope. That is life. It is no myth or fairy tale, but God‟s 

very real salvation for a dying world.  
 

St. Paul adds that we are to proclaim this message with complete patience and teaching. The 
message will not catch on quickly and spread like wildfire: Pentecost was the exception, not the rule. To 

young Pastor Timothy, he describes the task with these imperatives: “Always be sober-minded, endure 

suffering, do the work of the evangelist, fulfill your ministry.” There will be suffering and there will be 
opposition, because darkness hates light and death hates life. But Christ has conquered death and shines 

in the darkness, and that beam of light is cast in the proclamation of His Word.  
 

So Paul‟s exhortation at the start of our text is for you and me, too: continue in what you have 

learned. You‟re not going to get support for preaching the Gospel from the world, the devil or your own 
sinful flesh, so you‟ll be tempted to cease continuing and to try some other message instead. But by the 

grace of God, you continue in the Gospel. You hear it. You sing it and speak it into the ears of those 
around you here. By that Word, your faith is strengthened. By that Word, you know God makes you wise 

unto salvation through faith in Jesus Christ. For by that Word, you are forgiven for all of your sins. 
 

In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Ghost. Amen 

 
 

 


